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DATE: July 27, 2004

TO: Board of Supervisors ( /M%
FROM: Bart Bohn, County Administrative Officer | | | o) 1t
Dennis A. Marshall, Interim County CounselA/- - & -

SUBJECT: Adoption of Resolution Placing Proposed Zoo Sales Tax on Ballot

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Sitting as the Board of the Fresno County Zoo Authority, adopt resolution:

1. Placing proposed zoo sales tax on ballot;

o Delegating preparation of the ballot arguments to the proponents; and

3. Directing the County Auditor to prepare a fiscal impact statement for the ballot.
FISCAL IMPACT

The ordinance adopted by the Authority Board today requires voter approval. The cost

of adding the item to the November 2, 2004 ballot, estimated by the County Clerk to be
between 560,000 and $80,000, would be a General Fund expense.
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If the voters approve the tax, the County will be reimbursed for this expense from the
proceeds of the tax. Should the measure not be approved, the County will finance the
expense from the County Clerk/Elections budget.

DISCUSSION

First, the ordinance proposing the zoo sales tax must be presented to the voters.
Accordingly, sitting as the Authority Board, your Board must adopt a resolution placing
the ordinance on the ballot. (Although the ordinance had to be adopted by a two-thirds
vote of the Authority Board, the resolution placing it on the ballot may be adopted by a
simple majority.)

Second, Elections Code section 9166 provides that the highest priorities for the
elections official in selecting ballot arguments for a County ballot measure are any
arguments written by the Board of Supervisors or individual members of the Board of
Supervisors. If neither your Board nor individual members of your Board wish to write
the argument, the next priority is the individual voter or bona fide association of citizens,
or combination thereof, who sponsored the measure. The resolution provides that your
Board delegates the writing of the ballot argument (and rebuttal argument, if needed) to
the proponents. (It would be up to the proponents to submit the arguments by the
County Clerk's deadlines of August 13 and 23.)

Finally, Elections Code section 9160 provides that a fiscal impact statement in the ballot
by the County Auditor is not automatie, but must be directed by your Board. The
resolution directs the County Auditor to prepare the fiscal impact statement.

OTHER REVIEWING AGENCIES

The Fresno Zoo Society has assisted in the preparation of the resolution.
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